THE    LAST   DAYS   OF    MADRID

nobody irreplaceable behind the lines. Let the women
replace men in the fields, factories, workshops and offices,
and wherever there is need." They confused the situation
by recruiting thousands and thousands of women, militant
members of their party, with visions of the Communist
coup d'etat which they were preparing.

As was natural, they came up against the greatest oppo-
sition from the other Parties, especially from the Syndi-
calists who realised the intended manoeuvre and were
determined to prevent it. Besides, the army commanders
were opposed to such a brainless plan.

During the whole war there was no coherent plan of
campaign. The only ones who might have achieved it
were the officers and senior officers of the General Staff,
who had been through the Higher Military School, and
who had remained loyal to the Republican Army, but
unfortunately a foreign influence prevented it. I refer to
the activities of the Russian technical advisers.

It would take too long to enumerate all the plans of
operations suggested,1 and even imposed, by these
"friendly advisers" which were a complete failure. Nor
is it possible in this book to quote all the projects of the
Republican Army's General "Staff which were never
carried out because of the obstinate opposition of the
Russians, but which would have had great chances of

62